
Municipalities 
PUC Docket No. DM 05-172 
Responses to Staff’s Data Requests – Topic 5 (Competitive Issues) 
 
 
Request 6-31 Asked of Municipalities: 
 
 Do you claim any right to regulate Third Party Attachments to utility poles?  If so, please describe 
your authority and how it is presently exercised.  Provide copies of any policy or procedure manuals, 
ordinances or local regulations concerning competitive pole attachments. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
 In general, municipalities only regulate poles through the licensing process, pursuant to RSA 
Chapter 231.  Municipalities do not usually regulate Third Party Attachments to poles (i.e., attachments of 
equipment other than the municipality’s equipment).  One municipality, the City of Keene, has City Code 
sections pertaining to connections in conduit to municipal fire alarm circuits. 
 

SPECIFIC RESPONSES 
 
EXETER 
 
 No response provided. 
 
HANOVER 
 
 Hanover does not claim any right to regulate Third Party Attachments to utility poles. 
 
KEENE 
 
 Keene City Code, Sec. 34-103.  Same—Underground (direct burial) connections. 
 
 Standards for underground (direct burial) connections to municipal fire alarm circuits shall be as 
follows: 
 

(1) The connection shall be four conductor, #12 AWG solid conductor, shielded 
polyethylene jacket, ISMA certified, direct burial cable, in one unspliced length from the 
master box to the utility pole or splice box designated by the fire department. 

 
(2) Provide rigid steel conduit from 12 inches below the finished grade to the master box as 

protection for the cable.  A bushing shall be used at the end of the conduit to protect the 
cable. 

 
(3) Provide a sweep ell of rigid steel and one ten-foot length of rigid steel conduit at the 

utility pole. 
 
(4) Extend the cable up the pole using schedule 40 PVC electrical grade conduit to a height 

approximately 18 inches above existing telephone cables.  Terminate it using a 
weatherhead. 
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(5) Provide a schedule 40 PVC sleeve under all traveled ways, including walkways, parking 
lots, driveways and patios. 

 
(6) The cable shall be bedded in screened sand completely surrounding the cable, a minimum 

of six inches on the top, bottom and sides. 
 
(7) The minimum depth of the cable below the finished grade shall be 24 inches. 

 
(Code 1970, § 2103.3.2) 
 
NEWMARKET 
 
 No response provided. 
 
PORTSMOUTH 
 
 Third party attachments are only indirectly regulated through the granting of a license to the pole 
owner.  The City has no separate policy or ordinance relative to third party attachments. 
 
RAYMOND 
 
 No response provided. 
 
SALEM 
 
 We have no knowledge of any right to regulate third party attachments. 
 
SEABROOK 
 
 No response provided. 
 
STRATHAM 
 
 By operation of law, once the pole is licensed by the town, third party attachers are regulated by 
the pole owners, to our knowledge. 
 
RESPONSES PROVIDED BY: 
 
Exeter: 
 
Hanover: Julia Griffin, Town Manager 
 
Keene:  John Beckta, Captain/Fire Alarm Bureau, Keene Fire Department 
 
Newmarket: 
 
Portsmouth: Steve Parkinson, Public Works Director 
 
Raymond: 
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Salem:  James Brown, Engineer 
 
Seabrook: 
 
Stratham: Paul Deschaine, Town Administrator 
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Municipalities 
PUC Docket No. DM 05-172 
Responses to Staff’s Data Requests – Topic 5 (Competitive Issues) 
 
 
Request 6-32 Asked of Municipalities: 
 
 Do you deploy your own municipal communications services (e.g., private line networking)? 
 

(a) If so, please describe whether it is for your entity’s own exclusive use or available for use 
by third parties. 

 
(b) If available to third parties, must those parties be non-profit, governmental, quasi-

governmental, educational or charitable entities? 
 
SUMMARY 
 
 Some municipalities have municipal networks on the poles, either traditional police and/or fire 
alarm wire or cable for a municipal network.  (See responses to Revised Staff Data Request 4-4 and Staff 
Data Request 4-6.)  The networks other than fire or police alarms/signals are for municipal purposes only, 
interconnecting municipal (including school) buildings and some buildings used for municipal emergency 
shelters, such as churches or other community buildings.  All communications on those networks are for 
municipal purposes, not general third party use. 
 

SPECIFIC RESPONSES 
 
EXETER 
 
 As stated in its response to Data Request 4-6, the Fire Department fire alarm cables within the 
dedicated space on approximately 85% of the utility poles within the Town.  In addition, the Town uses 
this dedicated space to locate communication cable on approximately 5 – 10 utility poles. 
 
 As stated in its response to Revised Data Request 4-4, such attachments are for municipal use. 
 
HANOVER 
 
 Hanover does not deploy our own municipal communications services other than fire alarm cable 
and fiber.  We have, however, received estimates to connect municipal and school buildings with fiber so 
as to improve communications between municipal and school departments and to lower our overall 
telecommunications costs, particularly given our current dependence on a vast number of costly telephone 
lines. 
 
KEENE 
 
 In addition to fire alarm cabling, fiber optic cabling is deployed to multiple municipal and other 
governmental locations for I.P. (Internet Protocol) network communications.  This network provides 
access to centralized software, database, Internet and organizational I.P. telephony services.  The Internet 
and telephone services are purchased from third party providers, and the network is used to distribute the 
services to multiple locations. 
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(a) The network is used only for governmental purposes.  The only additional organizations 
presently granted limited access to the network are Cheshire County, School 
Administrative Unit 29, and Southwestern New Hampshire District Fire and Mutual Aid.  
These organizations simply have physical access to the fiber optic network but do not 
share the services purchased by the City, with one exception.  Southwestern New 
Hampshire District Fire and Mutual Aid is located in the same facility as the City Fire 
Department and shares the City Internet connection via this network.  In all other cases, 
each organization purchases telecommunication services independently. 

 
(b) The I.P. network has not been made available to organizations other than those presently 

attached since its installation in 1996.  The network is maintained for government 
purposes and is not offered to third party organizations other than the school district, the 
County, and Southwestern New Hampshire District Fire and Mutual Aid in cases where 
the City fiber path happens to be adjacent to said organizations’ facilities. 

 
NEWMARKET 
 
 As stated in its response to Revised Data Request 4-4, the Town of Newmarket has utilized space 
reserved for municipal purposes for a fire alarm system.  The Town recently deployed an intra-
governmental network utilizing existing space occupied by the fire alarm system wires for all such 
attachments.  These network cables were deployed in conjunction with the necessity to upgrade the 
existing alarm wires, due to advanced decomposition on the insulation and sagging wires.  The project 
resulted in newer alarm wires overlashed onto stronger support cabling deployed for both network cables 
and the alarm wires.  Such attachments are for municipal use. 
 
PORTSMOUTH 
 
 Other than the fire alarm system previously mentioned, no. 
 
RAYMOND 
 
 No response provided. 
 
SALEM 
 
 Yes, fiber optic line from Town Hall to Police Department used for data communications 
between the buildings.  The Town’s exclusive use. 
 
SEABROOK 
 
 As stated in its response to Revised Data Request 4-4, the Town has a fiber optic network, 
municipal fire alarm and sewer monitoring located on poles.  Such attachments are for municipal use. 
 
STRATHAM 
 
 No. 
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RESPONSES PROVIDED BY: 
 
Exeter:  Keith Noyes, Public Works Director 
  Brian Comeau, Fire Chief 
 
Hanover: Julia Griffin, Town Manager 
 
Keene:  Rebecca Landry, Director, Information Management Services Department 
 
Newmarket:  Clay Mitchell, Planning Consultant 
 
Portsmouth: Steve Parkinson, Public Works Director 
 
Raymond: 
 
Salem:  James Brown, Engineer, with Cynthia Crescenzi, IT Director 
 
Seabrook: Jeff Brown, Seabrook Fire Department 
  Scott Bartlett, Town Assessor 
 
Stratham: Paul Deschaine, Town Administrator 
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